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Mega City
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Global City Alpha++
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Global Cities 
Map
GaWC 2000
Total 33 cities in all 
categories
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Global Cities 
Map
GaWC 2004
Total 34 cities in all 
categories
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Global Cities 
Map
GaWC 2008
Total 39 cities in all 
categories
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In 2005, the world had 336 cities with 1 million or more residents

By 2015 the world will have over 500 cities with 1 million or more residents.  
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Map of India showing spread of million plus cities
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4000 cities and towns in India 

49% of the population live in cities and towns with a 
population of 1 million or less

By 2040, another 350-400 million people will be added to 
cities

Where will they live?
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The new urban landscape of India
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Integrated Townships
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SEZs
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JNNURM
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New Cities

Naya Raipur
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Opportunity to attain sustainable urbanism in 
smaller cities

Mega Township, Ludhiana
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Smaller cities with Quality of Living as USP
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Qualities people look for in a place



Sudeshna Chatterjee 

Promoting Sustainable Urban Design 
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Can a small city be world class in all respects?

Easier achieve higher quality in a smaller place

Easier to manage and govern  the urban public realm 

Easier to afford a higher quality of living

Then why aren’t people migrating more to 
smaller cities?

Lack of opportunity 

Lack of connectivity
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Well networked city clusters across the country
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A small city can be world class with great quality of living! 



Sudeshna Chatterjee 


